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AMELIA STREET, BALCATTA — PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CONCERNS 

Statement 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [9.09 pm]: I am very pleased to share some very good news with 

the house tonight. Members will recollect previous occasions on which I have brought to their attention my 

concern for pedestrians endeavouring to cross Amelia Street to access Primewest Northlands Shopping Centre in 

Balcatta. Members may recall that my very observant electorate office staff, and to a lesser degree I, had noticed 

a very large number of people with obvious disabilities that impaired their mobility and sensory faculties—sight 

and hearing—taking great risks to cross Amelia Street to access the Northlands shopping centre. This is the 

fourth occasion I have raised this issue in the house. Today I bring excellent news: the pelican lights across 

Amelia Street to enable safer access for these pedestrians are now operational. I was very pleased to use them 

myself and I can say they are very good and have greatly enhanced the safety of pedestrians. However, there is 

an outstanding concern. My very observant electorate officer, Mrs Jane Saunders, noticed that one gentleman 

became stranded halfway across the road on the median section of the road. His limited mobility did not allow 

him to cross the road in the number of seconds allocated for the pedestrian phase of the lights. We have reported 

that to the City of Stirling via the very effective Mr Geoff Eves, the director of infrastructure, and he has asked 

Main Roads to consider extending the number of seconds.  

I would like to thank the City of Stirling for responding to the concern I raised with it and providing money to 

install not only the pelican lights I am referring to but also the pathway across the western side of Collier 

Avenue, which adjoins Amelia Street. It is a very important part of enhancement of safety for the pedestrians. I 

would like to thank Main Roads for providing money towards the pelican lights project and the owners of the 

Northlands shopping centre. I would like to thank Hon Simon O’Brien who, as the then Minister for Transport 

and for Disability Services, listened to my concerns in the house. I believe he should take responsibility and 

credit for the decision Main Roads made to partially fund the project. I was very pleased when I received his 

letter dated 7 July 2010 saying that Main Roads would do that.  

I particularly thank my electorate office staff member, Jane Saunders, who continues to work very hard in my 

office. She is a very observant lady whose office window looks directly towards the intersection of Collier and 

Amelia Streets. Along with my then electorate officer, the late Dr John Crouch, whom I had the occasion to talk 

about in the house last night, she brought the issue to my attention. I would also like to thank Hon John Kobelke, 

the member for Balcatta, who assisted me to send out a survey to pedestrians and local residents. The campaign 

to have these safety enhancements put in place has come to fruition after a very long duration. I have been 

writing to quite a few different mayors in the City of Stirling drawing this problem to their attention. John 

Kobelke was very helpful in the discussions we had with, at different times, two managers of the shopping 

centre. His interest in pedestrian and road safety is longstanding.  

I would like in particular to thank Mr Geoff Eves, the director of infrastructure at the City of Stirling. After many 

years of writing to mayors and not getting very far, I was fortunate enough to sit next to Mr Eves at a breakfast 

that was addressed by Hon Eric Ripper. Mr Eves seemed like the sort of bloke we occasionally find in 

administrative positions at levels of government—whether they be local, state or federal—who listens and 

actually gets on and does the job. I was delighted when he brought his colleagues out to walk around the site 

with me and Dr Crouch. I think the work that is now in place accelerated from that time. Mr Eves played a very 

important role in making it possible. 

I would like also to thank Mr Alex Clark, a local resident who has the misfortune of very serious deafness. He 

walked around with Mr Eves, the other officers, Dr Crouch and me and was able, as best as possible, to give us 

an insight into the challenges that people with disabilities face when endeavouring to cross busy roads.  

I would again like to thank Hon Simon O’Brien who, in his capacity as Minister for Disability Services, 

responded to my request for information about the proportion of people in that area who have levels of disability 

such that they require daily assistance. The minister was very prompt and clear in providing that information for 

me; he then got to hear that same advice back from me a number of times in this house. We have had success in 

having the pelican lights installed, just to bring Hon Simon O’Brien up to date with the points I have made 

tonight.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: If you do not mind me interjecting, you were talking about Mr Alex Clark. Alex made a 

valuable contribution as a member of the ministerial advisory council.  

Hon ED DERMER: Alex is a most active citizen. It is terrific to be in a society in which active citizenship can 

get things done, and Alex can take a lot of credit for this achievement. I was delighted to note at the Australia 

Day breakfast at the City of Stirling that Alex Clark received a citizen of the year award for his work not only in 

this project but in many areas.  
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I also want to thank former City of Stirling councillor Peter Rose, who supported the project and made his view 

very clear to the City of Stirling officers. I also want to thank the Stirling Times, which has taken an interest in 

the issue. That type of work is a very constructive type of journalism that I would like to see more often. We do 

see it with the Stirling Times. I think that local newspapers in Western Australia are very positive in their work. I 

will not reflect on the statewide work of The West Australian, because I do enjoy reading the football columns in 

The West Australian. The Stirling Times and the other community newspapers do a great job and I was very 

pleased that the Stirling Times helped raise people’s awareness on this issue.  

There is further work to be done. The speed limit of 60 kilometres an hour on Amelia Street between its 

intersections with Wanneroo Road and Main Street is excessive. I have raised this before in the chamber. I was 

very pleased when I looked at the letter that I referred to earlier from the then Minister for Transport, Hon Simon 

O’Brien. The letter he sent to me is dated 7 July 2010, and reads — 

With regard to your request for a reduction in the speed limit, I understand that the installation of the 

pedestrian signals will assist in encouraging a lower operating speed, while also ensuring a safe 

crossing point for pedestrians. 

The minister’s understanding has proved to be correct, I am delighted to say. The minister continues — 

 Notwithstanding this, I would be happy for Main Roads to assist Council in reviewing traffic pedestrian 

movements on this section of road following the installation of the pedestrian signals. 

They are installed. Now is the time for Main Roads and the City of Stirling together to conduct the studies which 

I am confident will lead them to share my conclusion that the speed limit on that section of Amelia Street should 

be reduced. I hope the minister representing the Minister for Transport, Hon Simon O’Brien, will take this matter 

up with his successor in that ministry of the Crown to make sure that the Minister for Transport is fully aware of 

the undertaking that Hon Simon O’Brien gave on 7 July 2010 and that he will act accordingly to make sure that a 

review of the speed limit occurs as soon as possible because the need is urgent.  

 


